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June 19, 2002

The Honorable Dan Burton
Chairman

Committee on Government Reform
U.S. House of Representatives
Washington, DC 20515

Dear Chairman Burton:

We are writing to urge you to postpone the markup of the “Postal Accountability and
Enhancement Act” that you have scheduled for tomorrow.

Since October, our staffs have worked tirelessly to develop a proposal to reform the
Postal Service. They have put hundreds of hours into this effort and have produced a sound,
bipartisan bill. We personally have also spent a great deal of time talking to stakeholders and
interest groups to develop sound legislation. We know that you and Mr. McHugh have done the
same. And our efforts have been productive. Many stakeholders, including the Postal Service,
support this bill.

But our goal is not to report a bill from Committee; it is to approve a bill on the House
floor and enact it into law. Accordingly, it makes little sense to move this bill through
Committee until we have an assurance that it will be considered on the floor. We have
repeatedly asked you to arrange a meeting with the House leadership to discuss procedure. And
from the outset of the process, we have asked for a commitment that the bill will receive floor
time if it is reported out of Committee. But these simple requests have not been met.

If this markup proceeds tomorrow, we will seek a roll call vote and will not support
reporting the legislation from Committee at this time. For this reason, we hope that you will
reconsider the timing of your markup and postpone it until we receive assurances that this bill
will receive time on the floor.

Sincerely,
P ’
. Waxmal Danny K. Davis*
Ranking Minority Member Ranking Minority Member

Subcommittee on Civil Service,

cc: Members of the Committee on Government Reform Census and Agency Organization




